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April 2006

Dear Friend,

As winter slowly comes to a close and the first new shoots of spring present themselves after 130 inches of 
rain (!), we at Redwoods Monastery continue on with our daily life of prayer and celebration. 

When I last wrote you it was to speak of our need to raise $75,000 for the on-going maintenance of the 
basic systems that sustain our life here. Through the generosity of many of our friends, we are three-
fourths of the way towards that goal. We have already completed the needed studies on our heating and 
water systems, as well as the examination of our structures and what will be needed to upgrade the roof of 
our church and community rooms.

The second half of this year we are planning on giving our focus to meeting the expense of a detailed 
master plan for the future. In particular we want to complete the architectural drawings for the ‘senior 
wing’ so that we might get started on that project as soon as our basic systems are all up to date. As some 
of the members of our community are aging, it is important that we pay attention to their needs. A facility 
specific to senior members, plus safer covered walking areas will be the first step in creating the spaces 
needed for the continuation of our monastic life.

Clearly, Redwoods Monastery is a holy center not only for us, but also for those who visit and take time 
for retreat here. The maintenance of this environment is important to all who live here, as well as those 
who find solace and spirit in the heart of this valley. 

It is important to us that we complete as much of this work in 2006 as we can, so I am writing once more 
to ask that you consider a gift to support Redwoods Monastery.

There are other plans and ideas for the future and we look forward to sharing them as they develop. It is 
exciting to see our community developing a vision for our future, and we deeply appreciate your help and 
generosity.  

By the time this reaches you it will be Easter.  It is our prayer that God’s great gift of love and life 
embodied in Jesus will be a source of blessing for you and your loved ones.

In the grace of Easter,

Sr. Kathy and the Community of Redwoods Monastery

Redwoods Abbey
18104 Briceland-Thorn Road
Whitethorn, CA 95589
707-986-7419
www.redwoodsabbey.org

Return Service Requested

A reminder that honey can be purchased at any 
time through the web store found on the main 
page of our website: www.redwoodsabbey.org
We would appreciate any suggestions you 
might have for distribution or in spreading the 
word about our honey.  Please contact with 
any ideas: rmonasteryhoney@asis.com
Thank you.

Dear Friends of Redwoods Monastery:
I want to thank all of you who responded so generously to 
Sister Kathy’s appeal for support in the last newsletter. Thanks 
to the generosity of so many of you, the monastery received 
gifts totaling about $71,000. 
The Monastery Fund Raising Advisory Committee met 
at Redwoods last month and we got to see first hand how 
some of these gifts were put to use. The new electrical panel 
and emergency generator systems, housed in a brand new 
shed, are now providing safe and uninterrupted power to 
the monastery. And work will start on the new roof for the 
chapel and the main building in May. Some of your gifts will 
be used to support the day-to-day needs of the community. 
We received a few gifts for the new library project but we have 
a long way to go before raising enough funds to start that 
renovation. 
Sister Kathy also informed us that the monastery will be 
undertaking an ecological study that will focus on water 
issues and will probably result in the need to purchase some 
significant additional storage capacity (e.g. a 50,000 gallon 
water tank). The monastery is anticipating the possibility that, 
during certain times of the year, it will not be allowed to pump 
water from Thompson Creek, their main source of water. For 
those of you not from California, the state is in the third year 
of a serious drought and water management regulations are 
being widely discussed. 

In other words, the monastery still needs our help. On behalf 
of the Fund Raising Advisory Committee, I ask those of you 
who can, to make a gift to the monastery at this time. Please 
know that gifts of any size are important and appreciated. 

To those of you experiencing economic hardship, our 
thoughts and prayers are with you. 

And thanks again for all your support.

For the Redwoods Fund Raising Advisory Committee,

Jim Purcell, Chairman


